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Before  touching  upon  the  their.o  of  .r.y  paper  may  I  be  permitted  a 
comment  on  the  sources.   The  archives  of  the  large  Jewish  communities  and  organi- 
zations in  Germany  -  with  few  exceptions,  where  fragmentary  archives  were  found  ,  - 

were  destroyed.   In  the  correspondence  found  in  various  3< sh,  and  also  German, 

archives  are  documents  of  central  Jewish  institutions,  which  aiford  a  possibility 
of  partially  reconstructing  their  activities. 

Recently  a  young  Jerusalem  researcher  discovered  in  an  East  German 
archive  a  large  number  of  documents  oi  the  central  Jewish  organization  in  Germany 
which  we  are  about  to  discuss.   Up  to  now  we  had  no  possibility  to  usa  these  newly 
found  documents  and  therefore  our  observations  and  conclusions  have  a  preliminary 
character.   But  the  main  facts  about  the  events  of  those  dismal  years  are  so  clear  - 
based  upon  docume.-.cs.,  reports  and  testimonies  -  that  the  new  documents  will  not. 
change  the  main  lines  of  the  historical  picture,  although  they  will  undoubtedly 
contribute  r.-.any  hitherto  unknown  details  of  the  historical  development. 

In  speaking  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  der  Juden  in  Deutschland  (the 
official  name  of  the  organization),  the  theme  of  my  paper,  let  me  say  in  advance 
that  this  representation  is  a  good  and  perhaps  classical  example  of  the  saw  the 
culmination  of  the  deed  is  in  the  initial  thought. 

In  a  German  archive  we  found  an  "Entwurf  zu  einem  Juden^gesetz"  (Plan  of  a  Jew 
Law)  from  the  beginning  of  April  1S33,  discussing  the  establishment  of  a  compulsory 


2  - 


Wv 


ml- 


I 


* 


TB 


■  » 


Mi 


organization  of  all  Jews  in  Germany  to  bear  the  name  Judenrat.   The  main  function 
of  the  organization  was  to  be  the  implementation  of  the  directives  and  orders  of 
the  Nazi  regime,  i.e.  the  same  organization  plan  for  Jews  which  realized  war  time. 
This  plan  was  not  realized  in  1933  for  reasons  readily  imaginable  but  documen- 
tarily  not  yet  established.   The  important  thing  is  that  when  the  leaders  of 
German  Jewry  succeeded  in  1933  in  establish..  ."  the  general  representation,  the 
Reichsvertretung,  which  they  had  failed  to  achieve  before  although  deliberated 
and  discussed  at  length,  it  was  a  voluntary  matter,  without  initiative  or  inter- 
vention of  the  Nazi  government  organs. 

The  details  are  beyond  the  scope  of  our  topic.   But  for  the  compre- 
hension of  subsequent  developments,  it  must  be  added  chat  as  time  p* _d  on  and 

the  anti-Jewish  policies  became  aggravated  the  inadequacy  of  the  Rei;  .svertretung 
became  clear.   It  was,  specially  in  the  fire.;  yearj  after  1933,  a  kind  of  plat- 
form or  federation  which  had  only  as  much  power  and  authority  as  was  granted  to 
it  by  the  various  community  associations,  the  so-called  principal  communities 
and  political  organizations.   Although  central  German  government  bureaus  recog- 
nized the  Reichsvertretung  and  were  in  constant  contact  wiuh  it,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  it  had  no  legal  basis,  it  was  r.o  "juridical  persov."  and  was  not 
empowered  to  levy  taxes  on  the  Jews.   This  right  the  local  communities  and  some 
community  associations  did  have  (but  not  the  largest  community  association  the 
Preussischer"  LandeS^rband  jiidischer  Gemeinden).   Ostensibly,  this  central 
Jewish  institution  depended  upon  the  good  will  and  cooperation  of  the  local  com- 
munities.  The  smaller,  communities  or  community  associations  thoroughly  understood 
the  value  of  a  central  representation  vis-a-vis  the  foe.   But  the  largest  and  most 
powerful  community,  Berlin  (which  as  late  as  1936  had  a  buc.get  of  6  million  mark 
and  comprised  some  100,000  people)  had  many  grievances  against  the  Reichsver- 
tretung and  several  times  attempted  to  go  its  own  way. 


Undoubtedly,  the  attempts  to  introduce  fundamental  changes  in  the  or- 
ganizational structure  of  German  Jewry,  noted  in  1938,  were  associated  with  the 
development  of  the  Jewish  policy  of  the  Nazi  government.   Or.  March  28,  1938,  the 
"Law  on  the  Legal  Condition  of  the  Jewish  Communities"  was  promulgated.   Under 
this  la\ij  the  Jewish  communities  lost  the  status  of  "public  Legal  bodies"  and  be- 
came private  societies.   Apparently,  this  law  was  a.'. significant  milestone  in  the 
subsequent  process  of  eliminating  the  Jew  fror,;  the  normal  civic  collective:  the 
Jewish  communities  are  unworthy  of  the  position  of  other  religious  communities. 
This  law  and  its  regulations  also  put  an  end  to  the  administrative  and  financial 
power  of  the  communities.   If  they  were  declared  private  associations,  they  auto-. 
matically  became  voluntary  bodies  and  its  members  could  withdraw  if  they  wished 
to  free  themselves  from  the  obligations  to  the  group... 

In  those  weeks  and  months  of  uncertainty  about  -heir  very  existence, 
the  communities  and  community  associations  deliberated  -  more  seriously  than  before  - 
the  establishment  of  a  Reichsverband  of  Jews,  i.e.  a  tightly  knit  organization  of 
all  Jewish  communities  in  Germany.   A  letter  from  the  beginning  of  March  1939 
(prior  to  the  promulgation  of  the  aforementioned  law)  tells  of  a  meeting  to  discuss 
the  statutes  of  the  "new  association."  The  participants  were  mainly  concerned  with 
the  distribution  of  places  to  prevent  the  representatives  of  the  Berlin  community 
and  the  Prussian  community  association  (completely  dominated  oy   the  Berliners) 
from  obtaining  a  majority  and  thus  realizing  their  old  aim  of  controlling  the 
entire  Jewish  community  in  Germany. 

Another  approach  to  the  problem  of  establishing  a  uniform  organization 
of  all  Jews  in  Germany,  not  through  a  coalition  of  community  associations,  is  found 
in  a  project  of  July  1938.   According  to  this  project  the  ReLchsvertretung  itself 
should  be  transformed  into  a  Reichsverband.   But  the  principal  novelty  will  con- 
sist in  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the  Verband  will  be  inoividuals,  "belonging 
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to  the  Jewish  religion,"  although  they  are  registered  in  their  respective  com- 
munities.  "The  Verband  will  represent,"  as  stated  in  another  paragraph  of  the 
project,  "the  common  interests  of  all  Jews  in  Germany,  particularly  vis-a-vis 
the  German  government  organs  and. the  Jewish  relief  organizations  abroad." 

Again  we  read  that  "the  Verband  should  plan  the  work  of  the  Jewish  communality 

7 ''it  m  'n  4f 
in  Germany  and  particularly  support  education,  i...  istrial  eeucatioa,  vocational 

v 
transposition  and  philanthropy.   Interesting  is  ci.o  h: =.rchy  of  these  tasks 

and  also  the  fact  that  emigration  is  not  mentioned  at  all  among  them. 

From  new  sources  we  learn  that  the  project  was  accepted  toward 
the  end  of  July  1938,  but  nothing  came  of  all  these  deliberations  and  resolu- 
tions.  Seemingly,  the  various  factors  and  influences  did  net  agree  with  the 
proposals. 

This  was  in  those  years  when  the  new  Nazi  policy  towards  Jews  was 
applie ■  __  in  Austria  -  the  policy  aimed  at  despoiling  the  Jews  and  then  expelling 
them,''  The  German  Jews,  of  course,  noticed  that  the  attitudes  towards  them  were 
aggravated.   They  thought  that  the  establishment  of  the  Reichsverband  was  an 
important  achievement  which  would  provide  them  with  a  measure  of  projection. 
Thus,  toward  the  end  of  August  one  of  the  communal  leaders  writes  in  a  letter 

to  a  friend,  "a  pity  that  with  many  of  our  people  reason  comgs  only  when  con- 

fyu.e, 
ditions  have  badly  deteriorated."  However,  the  two  implications  of  the  event 

they  understood  only  two  months  later. 

-        The  November  pogroms  opened  the  eyes  also  of  those  public  figures 
and  leaders  who  had  been  hitherto  naive  or  optimistically  inclined.   Until  the 
10th  of  November  1938  there  prevailed  in  Jewish  life  in  Germ.my  a  truly  para- 
doxical situation:  essentially  the  Jewish  community  was  a  democratic  collective 
in  the  midst  of  a  dictatorship.   In  the  seventh  year  of  the  Third  Reich  an  end 
had  to  be  made  to  this  paradoxical  situation.   However,  this  had  been  done  not 


before  the  days  of  the  pogroms,  when  not  only  scores  of  Jews  were  killed,  tens 
of  thousands  sent  to  concentration  camps,  synagogues  and  private  dwellings  and 
business  establishments  demolished,  but  also  the  organizational  structure  of 
German  Jewry  developed  in  the  course  of  recer.t  generations  was  totally  destroyed. 
The  offices  of  all  Jewish  communities  and  organizations  were  ordered  closed. 

They  were  reopened  by  order  of  the  Gestapo  -  and  this  lay  over  them 
like  a  shadow  which  no  xor.ger  departed.   Todc,  we  .....   lat  the  "success"  of  the 
S.S.  method  applied  by  Eichmann  in  Austria  led  to  its  £c^^._t-.c_  in  the  "old 
Reich."  This  was  done  in  an  officii!  instruction  of  Goering  :c  .-leycrich  (in  a 
letter  of  January  24,  1939)  which  delegates  ^o  Heydrich  the  task  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Reichszentrale  or  Zentralstelle  for  Jewish  emigration.   Gs-c-.sibly  the 
letter  was  sent  out  post  factum  when  such  an  organ  had  already  been  in  existence. 
We  know  that  as  early  as  December  1938  the  Gestapo  was  in  the  process  of  organi- 
zing this  Jewish  organ  which  was  designed  as  a  partner  to  the  Nazi  Zentralstelle. 
A  letter  dp<spatched  from  Berlin  to  London  on  December  7th  reails,  "perhaps  towards 
the  end  of  the  week  (i.e.  around  the  10th  of  December)  permission  will  be  re- 
ceived to  establish  the  heir  of  the  Reichsvertretung,  which  will  bear  the  name 
Reichsvereinigung  fuer  judische  ^usivanderungs  fursorgei."  The  letter  adds  that 
"all  political  organizations  will  be  liquidated"  (which  had  actually  been  carried 
out  as  early  as  the  10th  of  November)  and  that   aside  o£   the  Kulturbund  there 
will  remain  only  a  single  association,  i.e.  the  Reichsvereinigung  as  a  compulsory 
organization  fo^all  Jews." 

But  not  only  from  secondary  sources  can  be  learn  of  the  intentions 
of  those  who  had  a  determining  influence  upon  the  policies  governing  the  Jews  at 
that  time  (of  course,  besides  the  Fuehrer),  £here  is  extant  a  German  document  of 
practically  the  same  time  as  the  aforementioned  letter  in  which  >ne  of  the  of- 
ficials in  Keydrich's  office  in  charge  of  Jewish  affairs  (a  friend  and  close  col- 
laborator of  Eichmann)' tells  thea  "it  was  planned  to  establish  in  place  of  the 


Reichsvertretung  which  is  only  a  weak  umbrella  organization,  a  Reichsvereinigung 
der  Juden)  to  be  a  uniform  organization  and  to  embrace  all  coir.iiu.ni ties  and  com- 
munity associations  as  well  as  non-religious  groupings  and  astocations,  with  local 
Jewish  organizations  functioning  as  branches  of  the  Reichsvereinigung.   In  other 
words,  Heydrich  who  had  received  from  Goering  the  necessary  authorization  to  or- 
ganize Jewish  affairs  at  the  well-known  session  of  November  12  by  December  1  - 
when  his  emissary  spoke  thus  -  completed  the  composition  of  the  frame  of  the  Jewish 
compulsory  organization.   Elsewhere  in  chat  c  :umen    \e  organization  is  charged 
with  the  tasks  of  increasing  emigration  and  social  weifara.   Further  definition  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  Goering. 

All  this  was  said  at  a  meeting  which  took  place  in  the  Ministry  of 
Education  in  the  middle  of  November  immediately  after  the  pogroms  and  after  Jewish 

students  were  barred  from  the  German  schools.   It  was  therefore  ne -cry  to  open 

new  Jewish  schools  -  and  who  should  bear  the  responsibility  for  this?   In  the 
opinion  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  this  shoula  be  the  responsibility  of  the  new 
Reichsvereinigung.   The  staff  of  the  Ministry  convinced  their  colleagues  in  the 
other  Nazi  offices  with  their  argument  that  "emigration  can  b.j  increased  only-C-hen- 
when  Jewish  children  and  adolescents  will  be  provided  with  an  education  that  will 
create  a  link  between  emigration  and  teaching  in  the  schools."  This  argument  ap- 
pealed to  Heydrich.   It  is  seen  in  an  order  which  Heydrich  issued  some  two  weeks 
later^ stating  expressly  that  "the  Reichsvereinigung  of  all  Jews  which  is  in  the 
process  of  formation  will  be  obligated  to  provide  sc'.-.ools  for  all  Jewish  children." 
Thus  it  is  clear  that  a  month  after  the  pogroms  the  German  offices  had  already  de- 
cided upon  the  structure  and  task  of  the  new  organization  for  Jews.   Why  was  there 
a  lapse  of  over  six  months  until  the  German  government  published'  this  matter? 
To  date  we  have  no  full  answer  to  this  question  (further  on  we  ,.;hall  say  a  few 
more  words  on  this  subject).   But  that  the  new  structure  of  the  compulsory  organi- 
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zation  was  not  only  planned  but  already  composed  in  the  beginning  of  1939  -  for 
this  there  are  adequate  proofs  and  we  shall  cite  them  in  order. 

On  February  2,    1939  a  letter  was  sent  out  from  Berlin  to  all  Jewish 
social  institutions  in  Germany  under  the  unequivocal  heading  Die  Reichsvereinigung 
der  Juden  in  Deutschland,  the  division  on  social  belfare,  in  which  the  heads  of 
this  division  announced  in  very  official  style  that  "the  Reichsvereinigung  of  the 
Jews  in  Germany  is  now  constituted  as  a  comprehensive  organization  of  all  Jews  in 
the  German  Reich  and  in  Austria....  The  local  Jewish  community  will  continue  to 
exist  as  branches  of  the  Reichsvereinigung.   All  other  Jewish  associations  (of 
all  kinds)  are  liquidated,  except  the  Jewish  Kulturbund,  the  Palestine  Office  and 
the  associated  Palestine  £\md...."  The  letter  continues  that  this  announcement 
was  sent  in  order  not  to  complicate  the  organizational  change  and  the  institutions 
are  requested  to  confine  themselves  to  daily  tasks. 

The  local  and  provincial  organs  for  Jewish  social  welfare  took  the 
letter  seriously.  In  a  memorandum  of  such  an  office  in  Wuerttemberg  of  the  9th 
of  March  to  the  Ministry  of  Internal  Affairs  there  is  a  note  to  the  effect  that 
Jewish  social  welfare  in  all  of  Germany  wil  become  centralized  in  "the  new  so- 
called  Reichsvereinigungp"etc. 

But  not  only  internal  correspondence  announced  the  establishment  of 
a  compulsory  organization.   Some  two  weeks  later  this  subject  was  made  public  in 
the  most  "official"  manner,  in  the  only  and  official  Jewish  newspaper,  Judisches 
Nachrichtenblatt.   On  February  17  it  published  an  "official  declaration"  of  the 
Reichsvertretung  stating:  "the  process  of  transformation  of  the  Reichsvertretung 
into  a  Reichsvereinigung  of  the  Jews  in  Germany  is  now  completed."  This  is  fol- 
lowed in  the  declaration  by  the  enumeration  of  all  the  details  already  known  from 
the  aforementioned  documents,  i.e.  the  liquidation  of  the  Jewish  associations  and 
the  status  of  the  communities  as  branches  of  the  central  organization.   The  only 
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new  point  concerned  the  community  associations,  which  are  declared  as  bezirkss- 
tellen  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  (except  the  association  of  Prussia  whose  spe- 
cialists would  become  the  nucleus  of  the  new  community  department). 

An  editorial  repeats  the  major  details  and  adds  "chairman  of  Che 
Reichsi ireinigung  is  Rabbi  Dr.  .20  Israel  Baeck,  his  deputy  is  Heinrich  Israel 
Stahl,  president  of  the  Jewish  coi_""r.ity  of  Berlin.   Member  of  the  executive 
who  will  continue  with  the  administration  is  Dr.  Ctto  Israel  Hirsch.   The  compo- 
sition of  the  executive  which  will  consist  of  eight  people,  as  well  as  the 
structure  of  the  Reichsvereinigung,  which  will  be  in  consonance  with  its  tasks, 
will  be  announced  shortly.   Nothing  was  announced  till  July. 

The  argument  that  this  was  a  mere  declaration  and  that  the  new 
organization  was  not  yet  functioning  can  be  countered  by  the  matter  of  money. 
As  early  as  February  25th  the  Reichsvereinigung  levied  on  all  Jewish  communities 
of  Germany  a  special  tax,  the  so-called  emigration  tax  "Ausj&andererabgabe"  which 
was  presumably  calculated  to  finance  an  increased  activity  in  emigration.   A 
circular  letter  sent  out  on  March  10th  from  Stuttgart  to  all  Jewish  communities 
in  Wuerttemberg  reads:  "The  Reichsvereinigung  of  the  Jews  in  Germany  established 
by  direction  of  the  government  has  sent  an  order  to  us  informing  us  that  it  has 
received  permission  to  levy  an  extraordinary  tax."  etc.   We  cite  this  letter 
mainly  to  prove  that  as  early  as  the  winter  of  1938-1939  the  Reichsvereinigung 
was  already  in  existence.   However,  we  must  add  here  that  in  reality  things 
we'e  diametrically  opposite:  the  Reichsvereinigung  received  not  a  permission 
but  an  order  to  levy  on  the  Jews  this  tax  according  to  the  S.S.  principle  ac- 
cepted in  1939  as  official  government  policy,  that  the  rich  Jews  have  to  finance 
the  emigration  of  their  poor  brethren.   Ostensibly,  such  an  order  to  the  Jewish 
representation  could  have  been  given  only  after  the  events  of  November  1938. 
Prior  to  this  date  the  Jewish  leaders  still  had  had  the  possibility  and  the 
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courage  to  oppose  certain  demands,  as  for  example  in  1937  when  the  Gestapo  at- 
tempted to  change  the  leadership  of  the  Reichsvertretung  and  met  with  a  refusal 
on  the  part  of  Jewish  leadership. 

Perhaps  we  are  mistaken.    Possibly  then  and  also  later  somebody 
arose  and  objected  to  the  proposals  of  the  Nazi  offices.   We  know  of  a  memoran- 
dum sent  on  April  13,  1939  to  the  office  dealing  with  the  establishing  of  the 
Reichsvereinigung,  i.e.  to  the  Gestapo.   In  this  memorandum  there  are  presumably 
new  proposals  about  the  "concentration  of  Jewish  labor  in  Germany"  (this  is  the 
title  of  the  memorandum).   In  reality,  this  memorandum  is  a  powerful  accusation 
(and  perhaps  a  stronger  word  should  be  used  here)  on  the  part  of  the  Berlin 
Jewish  community  against  the  Reichsvertretung.   The  argument  is  advanced  that 
the  Reichsvertretung  is  not  the  true  representative  of  German  Jewry  and  that  its 
apparatus  is  inflated  and  ineffective.   Nevertheless,  the  suggestion  is  made 
that  the  Berlin  Jewish  community  should  become  the  executive  organ  of  the  new 
so-called  Reich  organization.   From  eyewitness  testimony  we  know  that  this 
memorandum  made  a  strong,  negative  impression  upon  the  mp.mbers  of  the  central 
Jewish  organizations.   But  apparently  no  one  noticed  that  in  the  given  situation 
it  was  almost  impossible  that  a  Jewish  body  should  send  such  a  memorandum  with- 
out having  received  at  least  a  hint  of  approval,  if  not  more  specific  instructions. 
We  therefore  maintain  that  this  tragic  episode  of  the  memorandum,  i.e.  of  an 
open  struggle  on  the  part  of  Jews  against  Jews  in  a  moment  when  the  murderous 
tendencies  of  the  Nazi  offices  had  already  become,  so  to  speak,  official,  is  a 
reflection  of  contradictory  tendencies,  of  an  antagonism  among  the  Nazi  offices 
themselves.   We  wanted  to  add  this  because  this  aspect  plays  an  important  role 
also  in  later  years  in  the  last  stages  of  the  Jewish  holocaust. 

On  July  4th  the  law  governing  the  Reichsvereinigung  was  finally 
published.   Formerly  this  was  the  "10th  regulation"  Sol  the  Reichsbuergergesetz, 
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the  first  law  of  the  Nuremberg  Laws  of  September  15,  1935.   We  do  not  know  the 
cause  or  causes  for  the  long  delay  in  publishing  this  law.  As  stated,  there 
were  negotiations  in  the  course  of  all  these  months  between  the  Jewish  repre- 
sentatives and  the  Germans  (which  in  effect  meant  the  Gestapo),  but  we  believe 
that  it  is  a  mistake  to  assume  that  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  law  was 

.  to  thea.   Seemingly,  the  Germans  helped  in  creating  the  impression  that 
the  negotiations  were  an  important  factor, whereas  in  reality  we  have  no  proof 
for  this.   That  the  Germans  were  frequently  interested  in  deceiving  the  Jews, 
we  know,  unfortunately,  full  well.   But  we  have  the  right  to  attempt  an  expla- 
nation of  the  long  delay.   Let  us  posit  a  plausible  suggestion.   What  were  the 
main  changes  that  the  Germans  introduced  into  the  new  organizational  structure 
of  the  Jews  from  December  1938  to  July  1939?  The  Jews  then  thought  that  be- 
cause of  their  persistence  they  had  compelled  the  Reichsvereinigung  to  deal 
not  only  with  emigration  but  also  with  education  and  social  welfare.   However, 
we  know  that  in  reality  this  matter  was  officially  decided  in  the  German  offices 
as  early  as  the  beginning  of  December.   But  the  Gestapo  did  not  consent  to 
placing  all  tasks  and  functions  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  on  the  same  level. 

In  the  statute  of  February  14th,  presented  by  the  Jews  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Germans,  there  was  a  formulation  that  "the  purpose  of  the  Reichs- 
vereinigung  is  to  organize  the  Jews...  and  to  support  their  needs,  mainly  e-S 
matters  on  emigration,  schools  and  also  social  welfare."  In  the  decree  of 
July  4th  this  characteristic  change  was  introduced,  that  "the  Reichsvereinigung 
has  the  aim  of  increasing  emigration"  and  in  a  second  smaller  clause  of  the 
paragraph  is  noted  that  "in  addition  the  R  ichsvereinigung  is  the  organization 
which  maintains  J  wish  schools  and  social  welfare."  This  means  that  matters 
outside  of  emigration  are  not  its  real  "purpose."  They  are  mentioned  merely 
as  temporary  facts. 
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When  the  Judisches  Nachrichtenblatt  published  this  law,  Otto  Hirsch, 
who  was  the  director  both  of  the  Reichsvertretung  and  of  the  Reichsvereinigung, 
added  to  it  an  article,emphasizing  that"the  new  order  is  in  its  form  a  develop- 
ment of  the  statutes  for  a  Reichsverband  which  the  council  of  the  Reichsver- 
tretung had  unanimously  adopted  (except  the  matter  of  membership)  on  July  27, 
1938." 

It  is  unknown  whether..-.  Hirsch  wrote  this  on  his  own  account  or  was  com- 
pelled by  the  Gestapo, for^  it  is  hardly  possible  to  think  that  Hirsch  did  not 
see  the  principal  and  very  important  difference  between  the  previous  and  present 
situation.   The  matter  of  "members"  cannot  be  put  aside  for  this  was  really  the 
criterion  of  the  new  organization,  and  of  two  of  its  aspects.   First,  in  all 
Jewish  projects  concerning  the  statute  of  the  years  1938  and  1939  (even  in  those 
which  were  approved  by  Germans)  the  discussion  was  about  a  voluntary  membership 
in  the  Reichsvereibigung,  whereas  according  to  the  law  this  was  a  compulsory 
organization.   Second,  in  the  Jewish  projects  the  discussion  was  about  Jews  and 
only  those  people  who  considered  themselves  Jews  were  meant,  whereas  the  law  re- 
ferred to  the  definition  of  the  Nuremberg  Laws,  i.e.  that  converts  and  those 
born  as  Christians,  feischlinge,  had  to  register  in  the  Reichsvereinigung.   In 
other  words,  this  was  the  first  time  when  the  Germans  compelled  the  Jews  them- 
selves to  accept  the  racist  definition  of  a  Jew.   This  in  itself  should  have 
been  enough  to  open  the  eyes  to  the  realization  that  from  then  on  the  Jews  were 
no  longer  masters  even  of  their  internal  affairs. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  denial  that  in  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1939  there  was  no  change  in  the  practical  daily  work.   The  same  people  did  the 
same  work  in  the  same  offices.   They  had  no  illusions  and  knew  that  they  were 
no  more  than  the  liquidators  of  German  Jewry  and  they  attempted  to  do  everything 
possible  to  save  as  many  people  as  they  could,  even  in  time  of  the  war.   We  know 
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full  well  that  even  around  this  matter  there  are  sharp  divisions  of  opinions, 
and  accusations  can  be  heard  that  the  staff  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  had  not  ex- 
hausted all  possibilities  of  rescue  in  the  first  years  of  the  war.  Against 
this  argument  it  must  be  said  that  we  know  from  contemporary  and  later  witnesses 
that  the  leaders  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  acted  with  a  fundamental  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility, keeping  in  mind  the  constant  threats  of  the  Gestapo:  what  will  it 
do  in  case  of  failure  to  carry  out  its  orders?   It  is  clear  that  an  individual 
can  do  things  that  a  communality  cannot  do,  for  the  individual  either  knows  that 
he  is  not  exposing  others  to  danger,  or  he  does,  not  care.   One  thing  is  certain, 
among  the  central  functionaries  of  German  Jewry  in  those  years,  the  thought  of 
saving  oneself  played  no  role  -  the  exceptions  merely  confirm  this  rule.   Pos- 
sibly it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  add  this,  had  not  one  of  the  serious 
students  of  the  Holocaust  period  written  the  very  opposite.   There  are  enough 
witnesses  to  testify  that  not  a  few  of  these  people  had  the  opportunity  to  save 
themselves  and  did  not  do  it,  for  they  believed  that  their  community  needed 
their  help  and  counsel. 

The  staff  of  the  Reichsvereinigung,  which  comprised  all  Jewish  organiza- 
tions and  towards  the  end  also  the  Palestine  Qffice  with  the  Hechalutz,  actually 
furnished  both:  counsel  and  help  as  long  as  it  was  still  possible,  to  the  very 
bitter  end  -  the  deportations. 

Let  us  now  briefly  characterize  the  period  of  summer  1939  and  following. 
What  were  the  activities  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  and  how  did  it  carry  them  out 
under  conditions  which  became  increasingly  more  difficult?   In  the  first  place, 
we  have  to  see  clearly  the  connections  between  the  central  bureau  in  Berlin,  both 
with  the  Germans  above  and  with  the  local  Jewish  representations  below.   With  the 
Germans  the  official  relations  were  clear  and  there  was  no  doubt  (since  the  winter 
of  1938-1939)  that  Jewish  affairs  were  centralized  in  the  hands  of  the  Gestapo, 
in  the  so-called  Judenreferat  which  was  under  the  direction  of  Eichmann.   Since 
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the  entire  police  force  was  a  part  of  the  Ministry  for  Internal  Affairs,  Heydrich's 
power  could  manifest  itself  at  will  and  in  whichever  way  was  more  suitable  for 
it  -  occasionally  under  the  heading  of  Reichs-Innenministerium,  at  times  under 
the  heading  Chef  der  Sicherheitspolizei  and  S.D.  (Sicherheit^-Dienst) .   To  Jews  • 
the  name  did  not  matter;  all  these  offices  were  subsumed  under  the  name  Aufsichts- 
behoerde,  i.e.  the  body  which  had  the  direct  supervision  over  all  concerning  the 
Jews. 

After  1939,  more  exactly  after  the  composition  of  the  Reichsvereinigung, 
the  intermediary  between  the  Jews  and  the  Gestapo  was  Paul  Epstein.   He  became 
the  intermediary  after  Otto  Hirsch  had  been  taken  away  and  killed  in  the  spring 
of  1941.   An  eyewitness  testimony  relates  of  "a  direct  telephone  line  connecting 
Eichmann  with  Epstein's  office,"  by  which  Eichmann  could  call  Epstein  and  give 
him  orders  "anytime  day  or  night."  Another  eyewitness  testimony  tells  that 
"Epstein  returned  from  each  invitation  to  the  Gestapo  bathed  in  sweat"  -  apparently 
from  tension  and  excitement.   To  be  sure  Leo  Baeck  continued  as  president,  but 
the  Germans  did  not  let  him  intervene  in  current  affairs  and  he  himself  did  not 
intervene  unless  new  and  fundamental  problems  arose.   It  was  said  that  he  fought, 
but  we  have  few  details  over  what  he  fought.   Mention  is  made  of  the  fact  that 
when  the  Hafchshara  centers  were  about  to  be  liquidated  -  in  1941  or  1942  -  he 
objected  successfully.   Thus  the  young  people  remained  in  these  groups  up  to  the 
deportation. . . 

Downwards  the  Reichsvereinigung  worked  on  two  fronts:  the  local  com- 
munities or  the  Jiidische  Kultusvereinigung,  the  name  forced  on  them,  and  the  so- 
called  Bezirksstellen,  that  were  responsible  for  the  smaller  communities  and  in- 
dividual Jews  scattered  throughout  the  townships  and  villages.   This  was  the 
situation  in  the  early  years  of  the  war.   Later  on,  in  the  time  of  the  deporta- 
tions these  communities  too  were  liquidated  and  dissolved  in  the  Bezirksstellen. 
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It  is  worthwhile  adding  that  on  the  basis  of  a  minor  clause  in  the  law  of  July 
4,  1939,  all  Jewish  associations  and  communities  were  gradually  liquidated  in 
1941-1943  and  their  possessions  turned  over  to  the  Reichsvereinigung  where  the 
Gestapo  could  more  easily  put  its  hands  on  them.   Control  over  the  central  of- 
fice  in  Berlin  became  increasingly  stricter;  it  could  rely  on  the  exact  reports 
of  their  activities  that  the  Jewish  bodies  had  to  furnish  and  particularly  on 
the  lists  of  Jews,  the  so-called  Judenkartothek  that  the  Gestapo  had  kept  since 
1936.   These  lists  were  used  in  making  up  the  transports  sent  to  the  ghettos  and 
death  camps  in  Eastern  Europe. 

In  the  first  years  of  the  war  the  staff  of  the  Reichsvereinigung 
was  engaged  primarily  -  beside  emigration,  mentioned  before  -  in  social  welfare. 
Jews  had  no  longer  any  existence  bases  and  only  several  hundreds  or  at  the  most 
thousands  could  live  on  their  savings  or  possessions.   The  overwhelming  majority 
-  and  in  the  fall  of  1939  there  were  still  close  to  300,000  Jews  (according  to 
the  Nuremberg  Laws)  -  was  becoming  progressively  pauperized  and  had  to  resort 
to  relief.  Although  Jews  were  subject  to  compulsory  labor  and  were  sent  to 
factories  and  shops  producing  war  supplies  their  earnings  only  partially  al- 
leviated the  situation.   Only  the  spoliation  of  Jewish  organizations  and  indi- 
viduals that  the  Reichsvereinigung  had  to  carry  out  provided  the  necessary  monies 
for  social  welfare. 

The  second  field  of  activity  was  education.   Needless  to  say  that 
here  too  all  that  was  done  was  a  mere  shadow  of  what  had  been  done  prior  to  the 
November  pogroms.   But  the  teachers  were  most  dedicated  and  continued  on  their 
posts  co  the  very  last  moment.   The  schools  were  private  and  the  Jews  had  to 
maintain  them.   Parenthetically,  let  it  be  remarked  here  that  in  order  to  rid 
themselves  of  the  obligation  to  provide  money  for  the  Jewish  schools  or  the 
Jewish  pupils  the  Nazis  drew  a  distinction  between  Schulpf licht,  that  is  the 

obligation  to  teach  the  children,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Beschulungspf licht ,  that 
is  the  obligation  to  open  schools,  to  pay  the  teachers  and  the  like,  on  the 
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other.   Had  Jews  done  this  they  would  undoubtedly  have  been  accused  of  Talmudic 
hair-splitting.   In  1941  the  secondary  schools  were  closed  and  Jewish  adolescents 
aged  14  and  over  had  to  enroll  in  the  Arbeitseinsatz,  which  in  the  case  of  Jews 
meant  compulsory  labor  under  specially  difficult  conditions.   The  Jewish  elemen- 
tary schools  continued  in  existence  until  June  30,  1942,  when  they  were  closed 
upon  an  order  from  Berlin.   In  the  same  month  Paula  Fuerst,  the  director  of  the 
Division  of  Schools  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  was  deported. 

The  third  field  of  activity  of  the  Reichsvereinigung  was  the  financial, 
and  in  time  this  came  to  be  progressively  more  and  more  important.   The  Division 
on  Finance  had  to  deal  with  the  transfer  of  Jewish  monies  and  possessions  -  both 
of  communities  and  funds  and  individuals  -  to  the  Berlin  central  office.  As  stated 
above,  upon  an  order  the  communities  were  liquidated  and  incorporated  in  the  Reichs- 
vereinigung.  It  is  important  to  add  a  word  about  the  real  properties  of  the  com- 
munities  which  were  considerable.   The  communities  -  and  later  the  Reichsvereinigung 
were  compelled  to  sell  their  possessions  to  the  municipal  administrations.   The 
prices  were  not  of  the  lowest,  and  the  aforementioned  Auf sichtsbehoerde  "helped" 
the  Jews  in  the  transaction,  knowing  that  the  money  will  ultimately  come  into  its 
possessi(Jn.   This  happened  to  the  individual's  monies  at  the  time  of  the  deporta- 
tion; that  meant  "to  liquidate"  in  the  most  horrible  and  murderous  sense.   Before 
the  deported  were  sent  to  their  death  they  had  been  compelled,  in  Terezin  for  in- 
stance, to  sign  a  contract  whereby  they  acquired  a  place  in  the  Home  for  the  Aged 
for  the  money  turned  over  to  the  Reichsvereinigung.   Today  we  know  exactly  that 
the  so-called  Sonderkonto  W,  under  which  the  money  was  registered,  belonged  in 
reality  to  the  Gestapo.   Essentially  it  mattered  little:  the  other  accounts  of  the 
Reichsvereinigung  were  also  under  the  constant  supervision  of  the  Gestapo  commissar. 

Now  we  are  in  the  last  stage,  i.e.  the  deportations.   Here  there  was  no 
longer  any  difference  between  what  happened  in  Germany  or  in'  the  other  lands  of 
the  Jewish  Holocaust.   The  problem  of  the  activities  of  all  Judenraete  is  the  same. 
When  the  orders  of  deportation  came,  should  the  work  continue  or  not?  The  Reichs- 
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vereinigung  answered  this  question  as  a  rule  in  the  affirmative.   We  also  hear 
of  the  reasons  for  this  stand.   But  also  here  we  must  say  that  this  is  more  or  less 
parallel  to  the  attitude  and  action  of  most  members  of  the  Judenraete  in  other 
countries  in  similar  situations.   First  of  all,  they  did  not  know  the  true  fate 
of  the  deported.   To  be  sure,  fcfea-t  they  found  out  about  the  horrible  conditions 
in  the  camps  -  after  all,  one  had  known  about  life  in  the  camps  since  1933  - 
and  in  the  ghettos.   It  was  a  well  known  fact  that  for  older  and  weak  people, 
deportation  to  work  camps  was  a  virtual  death  sentence.   But  one  did  not  know 
about  the  total  and  mechanized  killing  of  the  deported.   There  was  also  the  hope  - 
in  a  spirit  of  optimism  that  is  difficult  to  understand,  but  nevertheless  very 
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real  -  that  Germany's  defeat  would  come  before  the  Germans  wil-i  succeed^in  de- 
porting all  or  even  the  majority  of  Jews.   But  even  those  who  did  not  believe  in 
this  type  of  rescue  maintained  that  Jews  should  face  their  bitter  fate  courageously 
and  without  lament.   In  their  opinion  this  was  the  only  weapon  in  which  Jews  were 
superior  to  their  murderers.   This  is  borne  out  in  the  testimony  of  a  woman  who 
stood  in  the  very  midst  of  the  work  of  a  community  in  those  days.   She  herself 
was  assigned  to  deportation.   Her  report  reads:  ''■jfhe  Nazi  officials  hoped  to 
see  chaos  -  Jews  weeping,  shouting,  imploring  mercy  from  the  Nazis  that  they  be 
not  deported,  that  they  be  not  torn  away  from  their  families  etc.,  but  there  were 
no  such  scenes.   Our  people  manifested  a  kind  of  dignity  and  serenity  that  filled 
my  heart  with  love  and  respect.   The  Nazis  did  not  live  to  see  what  they  had 
wanted  to  see." 

The  picture  would  not  be  complete  if  we  were  not  to  mention  the 
proofs  of  resistance  on  the  part  of  circles  connected  with  the  Reichsyereinigung. 
Leo  Baeck  himself  had  contacts  with  resistance  circles  in  Germany  -  but  as  is 
well  known,  those  decided  to  revolt  at  the  time  when  in  Germany  there  was  practi- 
cally no  longer  any  Jewish  community  and  the  last  leaders  of  the  Reichsvereinigung 
and  the  communities  had  already  been  deported.   From  the  young  people  associated 
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with  the  Halutz  movement  inquiries  came  to  their  leaders  in  the  central  office 
of  the  Hehalutz  (which  after  1941  became  part  of  the  Reichsvereinigung;  the 
Palestine  Office  was  officially  liquidated):   Why  remain  in  the  Hakhshara  centers 
which  were  officially  parts  of  the  German  Arbeitseinsatz  and  not  escape  to  the 
Aryan  side?  After  realization  that  the  deportations  were  aimed  against  the 
entire  Jewish  community  and  their  goal  was  the  liquidation  of  all  communities, 
the  members  of  the  Hehalutz  leadership  gave  their  consent  to  those  individuals 
who  had  decided  to  leave  illegally.   They  even  furnished  money  from  a  "black 
treasury"  which  they  had  maintained.   Incidentally,  the  very  existence  of  such 
a  treasury  in  the  Reichsvereinigung  is  in  itself  proof  of  a  kind  of  existence. 
But  from  a  quantitative  aspect  this  was  even  less  than  a  drop.   The  approach 
of  the  Jewish  communality  was  clear  and  realistic:  to  disobey  the  orders  of 
the  Gestapo  would  not  help  in  the  least  in  a  country  and  in  a  society  that  had 
been  accustomed  to  a  reign  of  terror  for  some  ten  years. 

The  Reichsvereinigung  was  active  until  the  Gestapo  realized  that 
there  were  no  more  Jews  in  Germany.   That  was  on  June  10,  1943;when  the  number 
of  Jews  obligated  to  wear  the  yellow  star  of  David  in  all  of  Germany  hardly 

reached  10,000.   The  Reichsvereinigung  was  dissolved  and  there  was  some  talk 

/' 
about  a  new  Reichsvereinigung  in  Berlin  with  a  few  branches  in  other  cities. 

Its  task  was  virtually  to  liquidate  the  possessions  of  the  old  Reichsvereinigung, 
i.e.  turn  them  over  to  the  Germans.   What  kind  of  Jews  remained  legally?  The 
name  of  the  group  active  in  the  new  Reichsvereinigung  that  we  found  in  docu- 
ments furnishes  the  answer  to  this  question.   That  name  was  "'ffhe  Remaining 
Association  of  Jewish  Partners  of  Mixed  Marriages."  This  means  that  historical 
German  Jewry  no  longer  existed  in  Germany,  that  Germany  was  at  last  /Judenrein. 
Thus  ended  the  history  of  an  important  Jewish  settlement  that  we  knew  for  over 
1,600  years;  the  end  lasted  ten  years.... 


